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LAW CENTER RJ BU CATION E YAMINES ENVIRONMENTAL ISSJ ES 
One of California's most important environmental laws, the California 
Environmental Quality Act, passed in 1970, requires government agencies 
in the state to prepare impact reports on actions which might significantly 
affect the environment. In the feature article of the current issue of 
California Regulatory Law Reporter, a publication of the Center for 
Public Interest Law at the University of San Diego School of Law, author 
Ron Bass questions whether as the Brown administration gives way to that 
of George Deukmejian, "and the state 1 s economic conditions arguably shake 
the grassroots support for environmental programs," the Act will endure 
another decade. 
Bass is an attorney and planner, manager of the Sacramento office of 
Environmental Impact Planning Corporation, and former director of the 
state clearinghouse in the governor's Office of Planning and Research. 
Bass attributes the Act's success in the past decade to environmentally 
conscientious Californians and sympathetic legislators, administrators, 
and judges. According to Bass, "although judicial support for CEQA 
remains strong, administrative and legislative support is changing." 
Bass maintains that "the first tangible indication that changes to 
CEQA were likely to occur came when several key officials were ousted 
from office in Sacramento." Of equal significance, he writes, "was the 
administration's decision to cut staffing of the state clearinghouse." 
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The clearinghouse reviews and comments on the hundreds of environmental 
impact reports received by State agencies. 
"At the same time these changes were occurring within the new 
administration, roles were also shifting in the legislature," Bass 
continues. The change in the chairmanship of the Assembly Natural 
Resources Committee and the turnover of Committee staff "cast a cloud of 
uncertainty over the future of CEQA in the legislature. On the clearly 
positive side, changes in the Attorney General's office appeared likely to 
increase the state's role in CEQA enforcement." Another positive signal 
was the recent approval of the rewritten CEQA guidelines. 
Bass notes that 11 whi le many observers feared that Governor Deukmej i an 
would immediately introduce legislation to gut CEQA, the administration's 
proposals generally favored streamlining, eliminating duplication and 
avoiding delay, rather than tampering with substantive requirements." 
However, bills proposed by special interest groups advocated much more 
drastic changes to CEQA. As a result, Bass believes, "the legislature 
holds the future of CEQA in its hands. 11 
The current issue of the Reporter also examines recent activities 
of the State Bar, the California Beef Council, the State Board of Food 
and Agriculture, and the Board of Osteopathic Examiners . It also takes 
a look at proposed legislation concerning the Funeral Board (AB 1854) 
and the Bureau of Collection and Investigative Services ( SB 2). 
The California Regulatory Law Reporter is published quarterly, 
summarizes the activities of more than 60 state regulatory agencies and 
the advocacy activities of public interest groups, and discusses regulatory 
law litigation and legislation. Feature articles and commentary are 
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also included in each issue. Annual subscriptions, at $32.00, are 
available through the Center for Public Interest Law, University of 
San Diego School of Law, Alcala Park, San Diego 92110 . 
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